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SUBJECT: EXCHANGES: US AND JAMAICAN YOUNG POLITICAL LEADERS 
REF: (A) STATE 276750, (B) STATE 306390 

1. SUMMARY: WE LIKE THE IDEA OF THE EXCHANGE PROGRAM. HOWEVER, 

IF IT IS TO BE EFFECTIVE, THE AMERICAN PARTICIPANTS WILL HAVE TO BE 
SOPHISTICATED AND KNOWLEDGEABLE - AND WELL BRIEFED IN ADVANCE OF 
TRAVEL. MOREOVER, THE AMERICAN HOSTS WILL HAVE TO BE PREPARED TO 
DEAL WITH CONSIDERABLE CRITICISM OF AMERICAN INSTITUTIONS, MUCH OF 
IT PREDICATED ON IGNORANCE AND AIDEOLOGICAL RIGIDITIES. END SUMMARY 

2. GIVEN CHARACTER OUR ENHANCED INTERESTS IN JAMAICA, AND IMPORTANT 
ROLE OF YOUNG POLITICAL LEADERS IN JAMAICA, THE PROGRAM DESCRIBED IN 
REFTEL COULD SERVE OUR PURPOSES WELL. IT WILL OFFER US A FRESH 
OPPORTUNITY TO PRESENT TO JAMAICANS, AND IN THIS INSTANCE TO A 

GROUP WITH WHOM OUR LINKS ARE SOMEWHAT LIMITED, A REITERATION OF OUR 
HOPES FOR A STABLE, DEVELOPING, DEMOCRATIC JAMAICA WHICH CAN BE A 
VOICE OF MODERATION BOTH IN THE CARIBBEAN AND IN THE THIRD WORLD. IT 
SHOULD AT A MINIMUM HELP US IN EXPANDING OUR OWN CONTACTS AND 
DIALOGUE WITH YOUNGER JAMAICANS. 

3. IF THE EXCHANGE PROGRAM IS TO BE EFFECTIVE, HOWEVER, CONSIDER- 
ABLE CARE MUST BE TAKEN IN THE SELECTION OF PARTICIPANTS. THOSE 
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INVOLVED MUST BE SOPHISTICATED AND KNOWLEDGEABLE. INCREASINGLY, 
JAMAICANS YOUTHS ENTERTAIN A PICTURE OF THE US WHICH IS NOT MERELY 
ERRONEOUS BUT IS THE RESULT OF RELATIVELY LENGTHY CONDITIONING. THE 
US IS PERCEIVED AS IMPERIALISTIC, AND THAT WORD IS INEXTRICABLY 
LINKED TO CAPITALISM. THE AMERICAN PARTICIPANTS WILL PROBABLY 
CONFRONT A CONSIDERABLE MEASURE OF IDEOLOGICAL TESTING AND THEY WILL 
HAVE TO BE PREPARED TO PRESENT ALTERNATIVES TO ENLIGHTEN THEIR 
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JAMAICAN COUNTERPARTS. 

4. AS TO THE JAMAICAN ORGANIZATIONS WITH WHICH THE PROGRAM WOULD BE 
DEVELOPED, WE FIND IT HARD TO IDENTIFY ANY NOT ASSOCIATED WITH A 
POLITICAL PARTY WHICH ARE PRESENTLY MEANINGFUL. THE AMERICAN 
VISITORS CAN BE BEST SERVED BY OUR ARRANGING CONTACTS WITH PERSONS 
IN THE RULING PEOPLE S NATIONAL PARTY (PNP) AND THE OPPOSITION 
JAMAICA LABOR PARTY (JLP) - AND THEIR YOUTH AND LABOR WINGS, AS 
APPROPRIATE. ONE PROBLEM WILL BE ARRANGING A REPRESENTATIVE CROSS- 
SECTION OF REASONABLY OPEN-MINDED JAMAICAN YOUTH LEADERS WILLING TO 
PARTICIPATE IN THE SAME PROGRAM. THE POLARIZATION OF POLITICS HERE 
HAS, AT THE POLITICAL YOUTH ORGANIZATION LEVEL, REACHED THE POINT 
WHERE THE PNP'S INCREASINGLYRADICAL YOUTH ORGANIZATION IS VIRTUALLY 
ALIENATED FROM ITS PARENT PARTY. MOREOVER, THE POLARIZATION HAS 
CREATED A SITUATION IN WHICH THE YOUTH ARMS OF THE JLP AND THE PNP 
ARE LITERALLY NOT ON SPEAKING TERMS. 

5. THE SECOND STAGE OF THE PROGRAM MAY POSE PRACTICAL PROBLEMS. 

GIVEN JAMAICA'S DESPERATE FOREIGN EXCHANGE SITUATION, A RETURN VISIT 
BY YOUNG JAMAICAN LEADERS WILL DOUBTLESS REQUIRE ACYPL FUNDING OF 
TRAVEL AND SOME FORM OF PER DIEM. 

6. TO SUM UP, WE ENDORSE THE PROJECT AND ARE REASONABLY CERTAIN 
THAT THE GOJ AND THE TWO POLITICAL PARTIES HERE WOULD LIKEWISE - IF 
FUNDING PROBLEMS CAN BE OVERCOME. 

IRVING 
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